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Quote for the Day 

“The best way to find yourself 

is to lose yourself in the service 

of others.” 

CUMC Beyond High School Committee Mission 
The mission of the CUMC Beyond High School (BHS) Committee is to maintain a relationship with the 

young adults of the church who have graduated from high school within the last four years.  

Beyond High 

School Newsletter 

A Time for Service 

Hi everyone! As I write 

this, the sun is shining 

and it is a balmy 44°. It 

is true we get so used 

to the cold around us 

that we can rejoice in 

the warmth of a day 

when it does not even 

get into the 50ôs. The 

weather is changing 

and calling for us to 

look forward to a spring 

to come. I hope you are 

also in a state of look-

ing forward to the fu-

ture. 

 

I write this to tell you 

my future feels brighter 

because of you. The 

work and service I hear 

that all of you are doing 

is a great inspiration to 

me. Each of you in the 

way you serve our com-

munity and nation is a 

blessing. When asked 

what the greatest com-

mandment was, Jesus 

said there were two: 

"You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your 

heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your 

mind. This is the great 

and first command-

ment .ò And a second 

commandment is like 

the first: ñYou shall love 

your neighbor as your-

self.ò (Matthew 22) 

When we love God and 

serve others, we are 

fulfilling the way of 

Christ. For your faithful-

ness in the ways you 

love your neighbor by 

your actions, I praise 

God.  

 

Currently, the church is 

exploring What We Be-

lieve in a sermon series 

and in study groups. 

We are using the Apos-

tles Creed and a book 

by Justo Gonzalez as a 

foundation for discus-

sion. I encourage you 

to take time this Lent to 

consider what you be-

lieve in light of the 

Apostleôs Creed. You 

are in a precious time 

in your life where you 
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Inside this issue: 

S 
erving in the military, spending time with a senior citizen, registering 

voters, tutoring elementary students, participating in a fundraiser, 

and walking in the Relay for Life. These are just a few examples of 

how the CUMC Beyond High School young adults are supporting their 

community with their service. Even if your days are scheduled with college 

classes or business meetings, there are ways to find time to volunteer. Inside 

this newsletter, youôll read how members of the CUMC BHS young adults are 

volunteering their time and youôll find links to volunteering resources.  

We hope that you enjoyed the goodie box and the postcard we mailed since 

the last newsletter! We also now have a page on the CUMC web site. Look for 

the Beyond High School link on the Adults page.  

 

Sincerely, CUMC Beyond High School Committee 
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http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/apcreed.html
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/apcreed.html


As I am writing this article, people in my office 

are partaking in the annual tradition of eating 

paczkis (pronounced "Poonch-key") a Polish 

donut. Growing up, I knew very little about 

Lent, Ash Wednesday, or any of the other 

lesser known church ñholidays.ò But I knew 

about paczki. Once a year, on the way to 

school, my dad would stop by the Donut 

Stop (a cleverly named bakery in 

Otisville), and weôd each snag one of 

these delicious treats that were a cross 

between sugar, fruit, and love. The 

beauty of the paczki was that the outside 

tasted good, but the inside was even 

better, so much so that one year I wondered if 

I could turn the paczki inside out to get all the 

good stuff. 

I bring this up because, on this annual Fat 

Tuesday, Iôm inspired by the paczki. I believe 

that God created in us all a unique energy that 

often doesnôt find its way out of us. We have 
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Paczki Wisdom gifts, passions, and potential in us that, when 

used, can revolutionize the world around us to 

become more like Godôs kingdom, only we use 

these energies far too little for this purpose. With 

a couple of weeks left in the semester, and a 

whole summer ahead of us, I want to urge you to 

put your uniqueness to work for the God who 

created you that way. That may be on the 

College Righteous Mission (good seats are still 

available), volunteering at one of the many 

charity organizations in your area, or finding 

a church wherever you are and offering your 

time in a variety of areas. God did not give 

you gifts for you to keep to yourself. Find 

your area of service, and may you live inside-

out. 

Peace, 

Greg, Youth Director, jaxgregory@yahoo.com 

PS: This yearôs College RM will focus on providing 

Hurricane Katrina relief in Mississippi, May 11-16, 

2009. There are still openings available and the 

cost is $200 per person. Check the church Web 

site for additional information or contact Greg.  

Some of you may recall an e-mail from earlier 

this year asking about your volunteer activities. 

We were so amazed at the variety and multitude 

of volunteer efforts. Hereôs a condensed list of 

how some of you are serving your church, 

school, and community: 

Military service 

Relay for Life, Ronald McDonald house,  

Childrenôs Leukemia Foundation of Michigan 

Spring break mission trip (Katrina clean-up, 

Youth Works) 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters, youth tutoring,  

senior citizen daycare/nursing home visits,  

Jr. Olympics, food bank, Habitat for Human-

What is Everyone Doing?  
òI loved it and recommend anyone that has a few hours to volunteerñdo it! You will get more back than you give.ó 
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ity, K-grams 

Animal shelter  

Research project registration and lab work 

(ARCH) 

PET vehicles, Toys for Tots, Operation Christmas 

Child, THON-Four Diamonds Fund) 

Sports team coaching 

Volunteer for campus and local activities (career 

fairs, triathlons, freshman orientation, fraternity 

and sorority fundraisers) 

Voter registration (Voice Your Vote) 

Church outreach  
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can grow in claiming your core beliefs. As we reflect on this here in Clarkston, I encourage you to join 

with us in asking and reflecting on What We Believe . The sermons from this series are online at the 

church Web site: www.clarkstonumc.org. 

I hope you know how important you are to the faith community. We keep you in our prayers and look 

forward to when we are together again.   

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick (rdake@clarkstonumc.org) 

CUMC Military Service Roster 

Maybe you recognize some 

of the names on this list, 

maybe not. Just keep them 

in your prayers and 

thoughts for their safety 

while serving our country 

and for their safe return 

home. 

Afghanistan: Greg Le-

Claire, Paul Workman 

California: Ryan Thomas 

Delaware: Jim Goerss 

Georgia: Maggie Adams, Scot Brewer,  

Matt Wolber 

Germany: Joshua Goerss, Jeremy Ridgley, 

Jerel Ridgley 

Iraq: Phil Asher, Aron Bland, Nick Blazak, 

Sean Coppinger, Shawn Flanigan,  

David Meyers, Lisa Pasternak, Brian Pellnat, 

Gabriel Zapata 

Japan: Julie Hengehold, Jeremy Parrott 

Kentucky: Robert Baird, Bill Haun, John 

Wawruck 

     Volume 1,  I ssue 2  Beyond High School  Newsletter  

Army             Navy             Air Force             Marine Corps             Coast Guard 

Korea: Josh Brewer 

Nevada: Samuel Miller 

North Carolina: Michael Galbraith 

Qatar: Clark Boyles 

Texas: Luke Harris, Beau Rose 

Virginia: Becky Bucar 

Corporation for National & Community Service : This site profiles volunteering in Michigan, as well as a 

search engine to find specific types of volunteer opportunities, in specific regions, for specific age groups:  

http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/states.cfm 

Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan : This site lists many 

organizations along with a community connection guidebook: 

http://www.volunteerswmi.org/new_site/affiliates/

affiliates.htm 

Michigan Community Service Commission : This site is 

provided through the State of Michigan Web site and 

has many resources available to inform and connect 

volunteers to specific agencies:  

http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc/0,1607,7-137-6115---

,00.html 

The Nature Conservancy : This site is not necessarily listed on other sites, but does 

provide information about volunteering in Michigan and other places:  

http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/michigan/volunteer/ 

The United Way for Southeastern Michigan : This is a 

lively website with many links for volunteer 

opportunities, as well as video testimonials about 

volunteering: http://www.uwsem.org/ 

Links for Volunteering ~ A Short List 
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