
 

CLARKSTON  U NITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  
 

CHIMES  
 

Core Values:  

Committed to Christ     Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality      Transformational Mission 
 

April/May Issue   

Vacation Bible School 2018 
June 24, 4:00 ð 6:00 pm, June 25-28, 9:00 am to Noon 

 

All children are invited to experience the ride of a lifetime with God at 
Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School (VBS)! The fun begins on 
Sunday, June 24th from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm where children and their 
families can come to the church to meet their teachers, find their classrooms, 
and enjoy a picnic and games. VBS resumes Monday, June 25th through 
Thursday, June 28th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm each day. The cost is $15 
per child. Registration is required. Register online today 
at www.clarkstonunmc.org.  
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A PASTORAL WORD  
 
At first light, on the first Easter morning, Resurrection was already complete. 
What was not even considered to be possible was already truth.   The Jesus the 
women came to find in those early morning hours was no longer the Jesus they 
encountered.  Even when they came face-to-face with the post mortem Jesus, they 
did not get it.  It would take days for his followers to realize their mournful spirits 
were misguided.   He was Alive!  Wake up!  Get Up.  Go.  Tell.  Resurrection 
means you can no longer sit on the sidelines waiting for something more.   
 

Our journey is like theirs.  I think about how much of my life I waited on God to 
do something.  I treated Jesus as a concept instead of the force and power of the 
living Lord.  I held back and hedged my bets, tempered my prayers and created 
back up plans.  Instead of trusting, I hoped.  Instead of acting, I planned.  Instead of 
believing I weighed the risks.   
 

Do you know what I mean? 
 

Throughout April, our worship conversation will lead us to a simple truth.  
Resurrection is real; are we ready to live as if it is true for us? Are we ready to let 
Resurrection become more than our personal possession?  Will we dare to let 
Resurrection happen to us and raise us into deeper faith, bold witness and limitless 
compassion?   
 

I have called our church to become the most generous church beyond our wildest 
imagination for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Why?  Resurrection.   
 

Before it, the followers of Jesus were hiding and weighing the risks.  Once they 
received it, they broke out into the light, went in the name of Jesus to all, shared 
what they had to any and everyone, and gave their lives with radical joy.  They 
didnõt debate generosity.  They raised it to new levels touching every aspect of 
their life. 
 

I invite us all into the truth of 
Resurrection.  Time for debate for 
the sake of debate is over.  He is 
Risen!  Wake up!  Get Up.  Go.  
Tell.  Resurrection means we can 
no longer sit on the sidelines 
waiting for something more.   
 

Itõs Resurrection Time. 
 
Pastor Rick 
 



 

 Page 3 

Building Committee Update 
 

During April, the bulk of the construction work will be focused on the new Office, 
Sanctuary-area restrooms and new Nursery space. These areas are behind the 
Crossroads doors and will mark completion of the construction.  In addition, the 
Community Center floor will receive its final finish and will be unavailable for a 
majority of the month. Upon completion, volleyball, basketball and other sports 
will have the necessary equipment, portable bleachers, and fixtures for athletic 
events! 
  

In May, we hope to be able to landscape and refinish the parking lot.  At the 
completion of the interior construction, we will move the staff to its new space, 
returning Fellowship Hall, the Library and several other areas to their functional 
spaces.  
  

We will be offering tours of the new spaces and look forward to unveiling 
everything -- from new and improved access and entryways to expanded hallways, 
classrooms, offices, Welcome & Check-in areas, lobbies etc.  We rejoice in the 
transformation and thank you for your prayers and support during our Ministry 
Expansion. 

 
 
 



 

 Page 4 

FAMILY  M INISTRY - CHILDREN 
Sunday School: 
April 1 and April 9: No Sunday School, Easter and Spring Break  
April 29: Bible Sunday and Family Worship Service 
May 27: No Sunday School, Memorial Day Weekend 
June 3: Last Day of Sunday School  
 

Angels in Training: No Angels on April 1 or 8. The last Day 
will be May 20 and they will be celebrating with a party. 
 

Thank you to all the families and volunteers that helped make the Egg Hunt such 
a wonderful event at Renaissance High School on March 24th. We could not have 
done it without all of your candy and toy donations.  I love the ability to work with 
our community and host such a great event! Hallie Guzal  

 

Bible Sunday: If you have a 2nd grader, he/she will receive a bible 
from a special bible buddy in our church on April 29 at the 9:00 am 
service. Please make sure you have returned your RSVP card mailed to 
you in February.  If you did not receive it in the mail, please see 
Shannon Majiros ASAP. We do not want to miss any 2nd graders. 

Breakfast for the 2nd graders, families and bible buddies will be 
that morning following the service at Renaissance High School.   
 

Bonfire and Sõmores:  Join us on Friday, May 18th at 7:00 pm 
to enjoy a sweet treat and fellowship around the campfire. Invite 
friends and neighbors to join you, the more the merrier! Bring a 
folding chair or blanket. 
 

Looking ahead . . . 
Summer Sunday School teachers needed for grades preschool-2nd.  If you are 
able to help teach Sunday school at our second service this summer beginning June 
10th please contact Shannon Majiros majiros@clarkstonstaff.org. 
 

Family Camping Weekend: Our family camping weekend will be July 13th ð
July 15th at Myers Lake Campground in Byron, MI. We will stay at a group camp 
site with 20 amp electrical connections, picnic tables, a deluxe group fire pit, and 
water spigots throughout our group sites (no individual water connections).  The 
camp ground has nice showers and bathroom facilities, a beautiful lake, an activity 
center and more.  $120 per family includes camp site, lunch, dinner, snacks, 
materials for crafts and games and a Family Fun Night. RSVP by June 10th, 2018. 
Questions and RSVPs contact Hallie Guzal, hguzal@clarkstonstaff.org.  
Registration and more info on www.clarkstonumc.org. 
 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

VBS Donations: Cases of water (small bottles), pre-packaged Rice Krispie Treats, 
granola bars, goldfish, hot dog buns, beef hot dogs, pretzel sticks, clementines, 
grapes, apples and carrots. You may drop off donations in the main office or the 
Sunday School Hallway. 
VBS Volunteers Needed:  We will have about 200 children during this awesome 
week. It takes about 100 volunteers to make this week a hit. If you would like to 
help with VBS, please complete the form below and return it to Shannon Majiros or 
Hallie Guzal ASAP. You can also email us at hguzal@clarkstonstaff.org. 
VBS Volunteer Orientation is Sunday, June 10th from 10-11am.  If you are 
helping with VBS, please mark your calendars for this important informational 
meeting.  A light breakfast will be provided. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

VBS Volunteer Sign-up 
Name ________________________________________________________  
Phone # __________________________  E-mail ______________________ 
Option #1 _____ Be a Classroom Leader OR _____ Be a Classroom Helper 
Preferred age level: (please circle)    
Nursery     Young 5õs     Kindergarten     2nd grade     3rd grade     4th grade 
Option #2                   
Lead or Help with:  _____ Crafts _____ Games _____ Bible Story Time _____ 
Music _____      
Place this form in the offering plate, turn it in to Hallie Guzal, or email Hallie at 

hguzal@clarkstonstaff.org. 
 

FAMILY  M INISTRY - FUEL  
Spring is in the air and our FUEL activities are continuing to blossom. Check out 
whatõs happening for the next two months with our 6th, 7th and 8th graders. 
 
Sunday Morning Opportunities: 
Studio 67: Sunday School for our 6th and 7th graders @ 9 and 11 am Sundays in 
room 210 except for April 1, 8, 29, May 13, 27.  
 
Breakfast in the Balcony: 8th -12th grade 
join us in the balcony for a light breakfast while 
we enjoy worship together.  6th through 
8thgrades are welcome to join us when there is 
no Studio 67.   
                                                (continued on next 
page) 
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 FUEL Youth Group: Sundays 6:00-7:30 pm in the Youth Lounge 
No FUEL Youth Group: April 1, 8, May 13  
April 15: FUEL Youth Group | Summer Mission Night 
April 22: FUEL Youth Group | Road Rally 
April 29: FUEL Youth Group | TBA 
May 6: FUEL Youth Group | TBA 
May 10: DTE Chris Tomlin in concert 7:00 pm, limited tickets available  
May 20: FUEL Youth Group| End of the year party 
  

Night at DTE Theater: Worship Singer Chris 
Tomlin, Limited Tickets Available 
When: Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 pm 
Where: DTE Theater 
How Much:  $25 per lawn ticket 
How Many:  10 tickets available for Middle 
School, 10 tickets available for High School.  
Additional tickets may be available on the DTE 
website to be purchased on your own or as a 
family. 
 

FUEL Summer Mission Trip 2018: The FUEL Summer Mission trip on-line 
registration is open and ready for business on the CUMC website 
(www.clarkstonumc.org). Youth completing 5th grade through those completing 
8th grade in June are invited to join us June 17th through June 21st for the whole 
time or just part of the week. Please contact Michele Ettinger at 
mettinger@clarkstonumc.org with any questions.  
 

FAMILY  M INISTRY  - H IGH  

SCHOOL  Y OUTH   

Thank You!  The High School Youth would like to 
extend its thanks for your support of the Spaghetti 
Dinner.  We had a great time acting as your hosts, 
servers, and chefs!  Thank you for helping us defray the 
cost for our summer Righteous Mission Trip. 
 

Congratulations Confirmands 2017-18: Sara Borowski, Rachel Clemens, 
Cameron Hempton, Ella Paul, Hayden Payne, Will Pospy, Grace Rousell, 
Kennedy Rusnell, and Brendon Willis 
 

Worship at 9 & 11am: Join us each week in the balcony area as we sit and 
worship together on Sunday mornings while enjoying a continental breakfast at 
9am and hot breakfast at 11am. 

(continued on next page) 
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Youth Group Continues.  Weekly youth group is held on Sundays from 6-
7:30pm. Our location varies week to week so please subscribe to the Remind  
App on your smartphone by texting @clarkstonu to 81010 & watch for weekly HS 
Youth email updates.  The year is wrapping up in the next 8 weeks with some 
great activities. We are playing Bocce Ball April 8th register to play on the church 
website. Letõs finish strong! 
 

Youth Group in April/May  
April 1: No Youth Group | Happy Easter 
April 8: Bocce Ball | Register at Clarkstonumc.org 
April 15: Construction Basics | Service Projects (4:30-7:30) 
April 22: Dawn Flood | Stress Management and Procrastination 
April 29: Youth Group Team Building | Road Rally 
May 6: Construction Basics | Service Projects (4:30-7:30) 
May 10: Optional Chris Tomlin @ DTE  
May 13: No Youth Group | Happy Motherõs Day 
May 20: Farewell to Seniors | End of Year Party and Reflection 
 
Small Group continues on Thursdaysñ
Through May 31st. We meet at Royal Diner on Dixie 
Highway at 4:30pm. 
 
Flamingos in the Area! Cold weather flamingos 
have been spotted near Clarkston.  Oh yes, flocking 
with flamingos returns. Help support our High 
School Youth traveling to Kentucky for a week-long 
mission trip with "Appalachia Service Projectó by 
flocking a neighbor or friend.  Flocking orders will be 
taken on the following Sundays: 4/1, 4/8, 4/15. 
 
Righteous Mission forms and payments are due.  Please return your ASP 
registration form, medical form, and a copy of your insurance card, and make sure 
you have all payments ($250) submitted by April 15.  If you would like a financial 
scholarship for this trip, please see Jeremy Dean. 

 
High School Seniors-Graduation Sunday is June 10 at 
CUMC!  You will be receiving an email from me about 
graduation Sunday in the next few weeks.  Breakfast will be at 
9:30 for seniors and their families, followed by a graduation 
service at the 11am worship service. More info to come. 
 
 



 

 

A DULT  EDUCATION  

Remembering the Basics: Join Rev. Hal on Tuesday afternoons, April 10, 17, 
and 24, from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm. During the month of April Rev. Rick and Megan 
are preaching a series on òRemembering the Basicsó. It is focused on what it means to 
live in the Kingdom of God. I invite you to reflect with me on their sermons and to 
talk about the basics of faith in the United Methodist Tradition. No RSVP required. 
Please join me! 
  
Rev. Halõs Once a Month Sunday Morning Class: On Sunday, April 8 from 
10:15 am ð 10:45 am we will meet in the Youth Lounge to discuss the meaning of 
the sacrament of Baptism in the United Methodist Church and why it makes us a 
member of the church. On Sunday, May 6 from 10:15 am ð 10:45 am we will meet 
in the Youth Lounge to discuss the sacrament of Communion in the United 
Methodist Church and why in the United Methodist Church anyone of any age can 
take Communion. Please join us, no RSVP necessary. See you in church. Rev. Hal 
Weemhoff 
  
Journeys of St. Paul Cruise on Royal Caribbeanõs òJewel of the Seasó will be 
October 5-16, 2018. Rome, Taormina, Mykonos, Ephesus, Santorini Athens, 
Pompeii. Vatican City Post Tour available. Flights from Detroit are included. 
Contact Rev. Hal Weemhoff at 313-418- 2748 for a brochure and more 
information.  
 
A Faith Guide is available to you for the asking. If you have faith questions and or 
are looking for spiritual direction and would like a spiritual guide for your faith 
journey call Rev. Hal @ 313-418-2748. 
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MISSIONS UPDATES 
PET Update :  Wednesday,  April 4th and May 9th,  we will be carpooling to Ed 
Noll's workshop near Hadley to fabricate and assemble parts for the PET 
vehicles.  We will meet at the church at 8:15, and be back by about 
12:30pm.  You should wear clothing appropriate for the weather that would not 
be ruined by a little paint.  Bring your favorite work gloves.  Please let me know 
by e-mail or phone if you can help with this activity.  Thanks...God Bless.... Dave 
Kauffman  dkauffyman@yahoo.com or 248-425-3132 
 

Helping Hearts Helping Hands Mission Update 
 

Thank you to our wonderful church family for your blessed support for our 
11th Annual Fundraiser ð The Carnival Ball!  Your prayers, attendance, donations, 
sponsorships and overall support are a blessing to our mission. 
 

Thank you to Cameron Hempton and Brendan Willis for choosing our mission for 
their Confirmation Kingdom Assignment.  We are excited to see how they directly 
impact the lives of those we work with in Honduras by helping to provide clean 
drinking water! 
 

Our foster girls, Jazmin and Michell are now in 6th and 9th grade and excelling 
academically.  They are growing fast, now 13 and 15.  Our ongoing community 
outreach programs continue to change hundreds of lives.  Our February mission 
trip was postponed for later this year due to political unrest and new dates will be 
announced very soon é stay tuned! 
 

Please donõt forget to keep our mission and the children we work with in 
Honduras in your prayers.  We are always accepting monetary donations, as they 
are what help to keep our mission running 
year-round in Honduras.  I (Erica) am 
scheduling presentations for the rest of 2018 
and 2019 so please contact me if you would 
like me to do a presentation for your group, 
school, etc. 
(helpingheartshelpinghands@hotmail.com) 
 

Thank you for all you do for our mission and 
the people of Honduras! 
 

May God bless you, 
Erica (Cale) Maldonado 
Helping Hearts Helping Hands ð CEO & 
Founder 
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UMW  
Alethea Rose Circle                                                                                                
April meeting Wednesday, April 11th at 7 
pm.  Location to be determined later, due to                                                           
construction. Please read a book from the UMW reading list (or may be selected 
elsewhere) and give a synopsis of the book and why it was meaningful to you. Food 
pantry items for the month are canned fruit/fruit cups (applesauce and oranges are 
the favorites) and household cleaning supplies. 

May meeting will be one evening during the week of May 19th to work at the 
Rummage Sale.  That date to be decided at the April meeting, but will probably be 
Monday the 14th or Tuesday the 15th.  The Rummage Sale is our biggest fundraiser 
and now we have the new larger space we have the potential to have a great 
sale. Food pantry items for the month are condiments and picnic supplies.  Contact 
Mary at mkworourke@gmail.com or 248-620-9491. 

Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 4th to prepare for the girls 
lunch in May. Pantry needs are canned fruit or fruit cups and/or cleaning products. 
Please call Paula (248-425-5226) if you have any questions. 
 

With the merger of West Michigan Conference and Detroit Conference, many 
changes are taking place within the District boundaries.  As many of Blue Water 
District Churches and Crossroads District Churches will eventually be together as 
District 6, Blue Water District UMW has invited Crossroads District UMW to join 
them in their upcoming events.  In addition to the Crossroad District events listed 
below, some of the Blue Water District events are also listed below. 
 

Blue Water District UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat ð òReading, Writing but 
No Arithmeticó ð Reconnecting with the creative side of our spiritual lives.  Retreat 
Leader:  Rev. Faith Fowler.  March 23 & 24, 2018.  Lions Bear Lake Camp, Lapeer, 
Michigan. 
 

Womenõs Mini-Retreat ð Theme ð òAll That You Canó ð Key Note Speaker:  
Reverend Faith Fowler.  Saturday, April 7, 2018.  Swartz Creek United Methodist 
Church. 
 

òKeep Making Peaceó ð Social Action Day, Univ UMC, East Lansing, Apr. 14, 
2018. 
 

Blue Water District UMW Annual Prayer Breakfast ð Saturday, May 5, 2018 
at Jeddo United Methodist Church.  9:30 a.m.  òMusic as a Spiritual Practiceó ð 
Speakers:  Richard and Susan Frey. 
 

United Methodist Women Assembly ð Columbus, Ohio.  May 17 ð 20, 2018.   
This event is held every four years.  There will be transportation by motor coach for 
a nominal fee if you prefer not driving.  There is a flyer on the information table in 
the Fellowship Hall Area. 

For more information or questions, contact Suzanne Tinka at 
saintsuzanne@aol.com or (248) 625-3405. 
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UMM 
United Methodist Men 

 

CUMC Men's Bible Study                                                                                                     
Friday  morning, 7:00am-8:00am Parlor (Bob Hoff) 

 

CUMC Men's Committee Meeting: Join us on April 11th at 
7:00pm for the Menõs Committee Meeting. The CUMC UMMen's 
monthly committee meeting consists of the current CUMC 
UMMen's Officers and Men's Committee members that serves as a 
leadership team working in partnership with the pastor(s). All men 

of the church are welcome to drop in and join the meeting. 
  

HOME PLATE 2018 ð Think Spring, Baseball, Tigers, Fellowship!  (Detroit 
Tigers vs. Seattle Mariners), Sat. May 12th, program starts (12:30pm) & 
game starts (4:10pm) @ Comerica Park.  Tickets: $34.00 per person 
(Includes:  Game Ticket, Program, Food Coupon, Souvenirs and an on-the-field 
photo day.  Interested, contact Nathan Majiros: 248-613-
1893 or majirosna@gmail.com  PLAY BALL! 

 CUMC All Church Pancake Breakfast: The CUMC 
All Church Pancake breakfast that was scheduled for 
Sunday, May 13th, Mothers Day Sunday so save the date!   
 

CUMC Men's Softball Team: Men, are you looking 
for a fun way to get exercise while making connections with 
others? Looking a great father-son bonding 
opportunity?  Then, consider joining the CUMC Men's Softball team. The team 

is open to all men from high school to 
100.  The season is from May-August and 
the team is forming now. To join the 
team or for more information, contact 
Nathan Majiros at majirosna@gmail.com 
or 248-613-1893. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

CLARKSTON 
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CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE
                                                           

SUNDAY                                                 
9:00 -10:00am     Worship Service 

9:00-10:00am         Sunday School  
9:00-10:00am         Studio 67 (210)  
10:00-11:00am       Angels In Training (205) 
10:10ð10:50am      Parlor Class (Yth Clr)  
10:10ð10:50am      Parentõs Circle (Childrens Church 202)
11:00-12:00pm      Worship Service 
11:00-12:00pm       Sunday School   
6:00-7:30pm           Fuel (Yth Lge) & HS Grp (Comm Rm) 

MONDAY  
1:00-2:30pm           Knitting from the Heart (Yth Lge) 
5:00pm                    Prayer Group (Sanc) 
6:00-7:00pm           Tai Chi (Childrenõs Church 202) 
7:00-9:00pm           AA Meeting  (Yth Lounge/Yth Clr) 

TUESDAY                                                               
9:30am-12:00pm    Caring Hearts Bible Study (Yth Lge)  

WEDNESDAY  
9:15-11:15am        Covenant Group  (Yth Lge) 
4:30-5:15pm          Angelus Bells ( Sanc)    
5:00-6:00pm          Wed. Night Youth Dinner  
                                 (Youth Lounge/Classroom) 
5:15-6pm                Cherub Choir (Sunday Sch Wing) 
                                Wesley Choir (210) 
6:00-6:45pm          Youth Choir (210) 
6:30-8:30pm          Companion Group (Yth Lge) 
6:45-7:30pm          Celebration Ringers (Sanc)  
7:30-9:00pm          Jubilation Ringers (Sanc)      

THURSDAY  
7:30-9:00am         Clarkston Coffee Club (Yth Lge)                       
9:30-11:30am       Thur. Morning Bible Study (Yth Lge)       
               Starts  April 12 ends May 10th                          
6:45- 7:45pm        DivorceCare (Yth Lge)                                  
7:30-8:30pm         Chancel Choir (Sanc)                                       

FRIDAY                                                                                       
7:00-8:00am         Menõs Bible Study (Yth Lge)                                   
7:00-9:00pm         AA Meeting (Yth Lge/Clr) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday

1 Easter 
No Sunday School, 

Angels, Parlor class, 
or Parentõs Circle 

 

No Youth Groups 

2 Easter Monday    
church closed 

No activities 

3 

8  
10:15am Spirituality 

Class (Yth Lge) 

 

9  
3pm Assemble 

NOAH lunches (FH) 

Ed 1 Mtg (201) 

10 

7pm Trustees (Yth 

15      
 

16  
6:30pm Bunco (210) 

7pm SPRC Mtg (Yth 
Clr) 

17 
7pm Bookclub (Yth 

22   
2pm Autumn Ridge 

(OS) 

23 
Food Pantry pickup 
10:00am & 5:30pm     

24 

29 Bible Sunday/
New Member join 

Bible Breakfast (Ren. 
HS) 

HS Road Rally (OS)   

30 

 




